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TOP LEFT: Legendary
Group combined
timber post-and-beam
construction with
conventional building
techniques to create
Adrienne and Darrin
Oldcorn’s prefabricated
cottage. ABOVE:
Muldrew Lake meanders
for miles around rocky,
wooded peninsulas
and islands, offering
explorers plenty of quiet
coves and bays. LEFT:
A tiny, screened shelter
near the shoreline offers
escape from pesky bugs.
FAR LEFT: Kayaking is
one of the best ways
to explore this South
Muskoka lake.

PREFAB-ULOUS

cottage

S T ORY WA LT ER F RA N CZYK
P H OT OG R AP H Y S A N D Y MA CK AY

Darrin and Adrienne Oldcorn still marvel at how quickly their new
cottage took shape on Muldrew Lake. “A fully enclosed house –
windows, locked doors, everything – was assembled on-site in
three days,” says Darrin. “It was amazing.”
Continued on page 84
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But that was just the start of a monthslong, painstaking project for the couple,
who finished the interior of the lakehouse
themselves. “We framed it, drywalled it,
did all the floors,” says Darrin. “We’ve been
here every weekend working since it went
up,” says Adrienne.
The couple had been looking for a cottage
for three years when, during lunch at a Boston
Pizza, they saw a listing for a waterfront
property where a cottage had burned down on
Muldrew Lake. “We drove over and we were
the first ones to look at it and put an offer in
that day,” says Darrin.
Muldrew is a long, narrow lake,
intersected by a peninsula stretching nearly
six kilometres. Viewed from above, the
meandering lake resembles a bent hairpin.

ABOVE: Mason Kieran
McMackin finished the stone
wall at the cottage entrance.
LEFT: Flowers on the
dock and Boston ferns on
the porch flourish at the
Oldcorn cottage. RIGHT:
A blue kitchen island takes
centre stage, surrounded
by cabinets designed and
installed by Shelburne Home
Hardware. OPPOSITE, TOP
RIGHT: A door that matches
the kitchen cabinetry opens
to a pantry that extends
behind the refrigerator.
LOWER RIGHT: Darrin
furnished and finished the
cottage mudroom during
the Christmas season.

“I WANTED A NICE BIG
KITCHEN ; IT’S LOVELY WHEN
EVERYONE’S HERE.”
– Adrienne Oldcorn

As a youngster, Darrin learned to like cottage life in the
Campbellford area. “I’ve always wanted to do the cottage lifestyle
again,” he says. When his parents retired to Gravenhurst, Darrin and
Adrienne, with their daughters Natasha and Kassandra, would visit
during the summer. “We made a lot of good memories up here. It was an
area we knew,” says Adrienne.
With new hydro and septic systems installed by the previous
owners, the two-acre property they bought was already well-serviced.
The couple researched homebuilders and were impressed with reviews
for Legendary Group, a prefabricated custom homebuilder known

for blending timber post-and-beam construction with conventional
techniques. Legendary manufactures house components at a factory in
Collingwood, trucks them to the building site and assembles them with
a crane. “It was pretty cool,” says Adrienne who, with Darrin, watched
the builders assemble the cottage.
Prefabricated home packages offer many advantages, including fixed
costs and no budget overruns. Building indoors avoids delays caused by
bad weather, helps improve quality and allows homes to be delivered on
schedule. It reduces waste and building site cleanup costs. Legendary
estimates its building method reduces construction time by 50 per cent.
Continued on page 87
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The couple broke ground, blasting
bedrock for the cottage foundation just after
Christmas 2019. They felled about 40 massive
red pines and white pines, hauled away by
Adrienne’s brother Todd, owner of Todd
Platt Trucking. Rick Aldon of Aldon
Construction built the foundation. In March,
Legendary Group erected the home’s outer
shell, complete with tongue-and-groove pine
ceilings, insulated roof panels and triple-pane
windows. The Oldcorns then tackled the
interior construction in what they describe as
a learning experience. “Drywall, insulating,
vapour barrier and all that stuff was new to
me,” says Darrin. Adrienne, with the help of
her brother Rob Boss, installed engineered
hardwood flooring throughout the home and
painted interior walls. Darrin, a steamfitter
and owner of Ultimate Mechanical
Services, a heating, ventilation and airconditioning company, installed the cottage
furnace, HVAC system, plumbing, tiles and
fixtures. They admit it was a lot of work
over many weekends. “It’s a lot more cost
effective if you can do it yourself,” Adrienne
explains. “As long as you’re not afraid to try.”
Gravenhurst’s planning department and
building department were great, Darrin says.
“They were really helpful.”

A stone-clad fireplace by McMackin
Stoneworks ascends almost as high as the
windows overlooking the lake in the cottage
great room. LEFT: A powder room sits between
the mudroom and main floor laundry.

Muskoka Furniture supplied the
wooden dining table, matching chairs,
bench and sideboard.

Kieran McMackin of McMackin
Stoneworks encased the great-room
fireplace in stone. He skirted the home’s
exterior with stone and, in a dramatic flourish,
finished a foyer wall with the same rugged
look. Doug Taverner Electric wired the
cottage while Robinson Haulage supplied
fill and landscaped the property.
Adrienne’s favourite space is the kitchen,

its cabinetry, island and quartz countertops
designed and installed by Shelburne
Home Hardware. “They have a fantastic
reputation,” says Adrienne. “They came
up with some great ideas.” One of those
innovations is an almost-secret kitchen
passage. What looks like a cabinet next to
the stainless steel refrigerator is actually the
door to a pantry with shelving that extends
Continued on page 88
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Come visit us

and make yourself
at home
“I ALWAYS WANTED
A POST-AND-BEAM
HOUSE.”
– Darrin Oldcorn

Viewed from the loft, Penny, the family
cockapoo, snoozes on one of the armchairs from
La-Z-Boy. TOP RIGHT: Darrin built a tiny, sliding
barn-style door for the laundry room cabinet.
RIGHT: Leather sofas and armchairs furnish the
second-floor loft above the cottage foyer.

behind the fridge. “I wanted a nice big kitchen,” Adrienne says.
She loves cooking and quiet mornings at the cottage, sipping
coffee on the dock. When daughters Natasha, Kassandra, their
partners and pets visit, the family sometimes has six dogs at the
cottage. “It’s lovely when everyone’s here,” Adrienne says.
The great room – furnished with wooden tables from
Muskoka Furniture and matching arm chairs by La-Z-Boy
– is Darrin’s favourite room. Double-decker windows overlook
the lake and thick pine beams rise to the apex of the vaulted
ceiling. “I always wanted a post-and-beam house,” he says.
Just off the great room is the primary bedroom, where
Darrin built the sturdy timber-frame bed. A high dormer fills
this room with natural light and a sliding glass door opens
to a private deck overlooking the lake. Walk-in closets usher
entry to the en suite, where Darrin installed the vanity, flooring
and finishes. “I’m proud of the en suite. It’s my first attempt at
tiling,” he says. Continued on page 90
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www.muskokafurniture.net ◆ 705-645-8183 ◆ 195 Wellington Street, BraceBridge

Legendary Group
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Lifestyle Inspired Design
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Darrin built the timber-frame bed for the primary
bedroom. In the en suite, he installed plumbing
and cabinetry and tiled the bathroom, complete
with a river-rock floor and accent strip in
the shower.
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Lighting
sansin stain
Decor
Blinds & Drapes

A stairway in the foyer leads to a loft,
with leather armchairs and love seats.
Darrin installed the stair railings and the
tempered glass panels that provide an
unobstructed view from the loft.
The cottage remains a work in progress.
While working an Ultimate Mechanical
Services job at the Parry Sound hospital last
Christmas, Darrin stayed at the cottage and
built a new mudroom. With the main floor
of the lakehouse finished, the couple plans
to build three more bedrooms on the ground
floor. They plan to eventually retire to their
new home on the lake. OH
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